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CWMP

Columbia Watershed Management Plan

Å CWMP Goals and Objectives

Å Two-Pronged Approach

ï Restoration projects

ï Community actions

Å Restoration Projects

ï Initial watershed assessment

ï Detailed investigations

Å Community Actions

ï Community Education

ï Stakeholder involvement

Å Next Steps and Call to Action
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Goals

Visions of CWMP

Å Protecting and restoring the waters of 

Columbia

Å The plan will use two distinct approaches. 

The first is identifying and restoring the 

watershed infrastructure. The second is 

educating and involving residents and 

property owners in watershed stewardship.
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Goals

Goals and Objectives of CWMP

Å Goal A: Reduce stormwater impacts on the Columbia 

watershed from impervious areas

Å Goal B:  Preserve, maintain, and improve watershed 

habitats

Å Goal C:  Preserve, maintain, and improve the water 

quality of the streams

Å Goal D: Improve stream-based quality of life and 

environmentally friendly recreational opportunities for 

residents of and visitors to Columbia watershed
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Definitions

What is a Watershed?

Å The land area that drains to a particular river or water body.  

Å Elevated ridges or hills serve as watershed divides. 

Å Each watershed is composed of multiple subwatersheds.
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Definitions

What is Stormwater?

Å Rain naturally seeps into the ground

Å Rain on impervious surfaces (like parking lots) mostly runs 

through pipes into streams causing erosion and pollution
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Definitions

What is Stormwater?
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Definitions

What is Stormwater?
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Benefits

Benefits of CWMP

Å Less erosion of stream banks and bottoms

Å Less discharge of sediment, nutrients, and pollutants 

to rivers, lakes, and Chesapeake Bay

Å Less frequent dredging of Columbia lakes

Ʒ Better water quality

Ʒ Better stream habitats for fish and wildlife

Ʒ Better aesthetics and recreation
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Restoration Projects

Restoration Projects

Å Baseline assessment of Columbia watershed

Å Subwatersheds for phase 1

Å Sites for restoration projects (retrofits)

Å Retrofit concept plans (for future design and 

construction) 

Å Pollution prevention and retrofit solutions at CA 

facilities

Å Reforestation on CA open space
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Columbia New Town 

Baseline
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